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The NGJ International Trade Update provides information obtained from third parties, primarily government, and 
advice based on that information.  Norman G. Jensen Inc. (NGJ) has not verified the accuracy of the information nor 
is it capable of verifying the accuracy of the information.  As a consequence, NGJ will not be liable for injury suffered 
as a result of reliance on the information or the recommendations provided in the NGJ International Trade Update. 

 
If you have questions, no longer wish to receive these notices via fax, or wish to receive these notices via e-mail, 
contact NGJ’s Trade/Compliance Services Department at: compliance.us@ngjensen.com 
 

Visit our website at www.ngjensen.com 
 

Norman G. Jensen, Inc. is a validated participant in the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT). 

 
 

LACEY ACT UPDATE 
QUANTITIES MUST BE REPORTED IN METRIC UNITS 

 
The following notice affects firms submitting your PPQ-505 form by mail only: 

 

The Lacey Act amendments of 2008 require the Department of Agriculture’s Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service to collect information on the importation of plant 
material using a Plant and Plant Product Declaration (form PPQ-505). This information 
must include the quantity and unit of measure of the imported plant material.  
 
In an effort to create a uniform dataset, APHIS is requiring that plant material quantities 
be reported on the declaration using standardized metric units (kilograms, meters, 
square meters, etc.). These values should reflect the actual plant content in the product 
and not necessarily the product as a whole. While this requirement took effect May 1, 
APHIS is allowing a two-month grace period (ending July 1) to allow industry to make 
the needed changes to declaration procedures. 
 
As a result of this change, APHIS will no longer accept counts of items (pieces, boxes, 
etc.) as valid units of measure on the declaration. APHIS states that item counts do not 
allow for differences in size or weight between items and do not accurately reflect the 
actual plant content in a shipment. 

 

The notice issued by the USDA can be found here. 
 
Electronic filing of the PPQ-505 plant declaration can be made via EDI through the NGJ 
Express software application, in much the same way that many of our customers 
currently submit import invoice documents. If you would like to see how these 
automated processes can ease your document preparation and PAPS wait times, 
please send an e-mail to pesuppport@ngjensen.com, or call your local NGJ account 
representative. 
 
If you have any questions, please call your NGJ account representative or send an e-
mail to compliance.us@ngjensen.com. 
 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/lacey_act/downloads/ClarificationQuantityandUnitofMeasure.pdf

	here

